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Tree of Life Shooting Torah 

Study Resources  

             2021 Packet 

 

Celebrating our Judaism is an extremely meaningful way we can honor the lives of the 11 killed in the 

2018 Tree of Life Shooting in Pittsburgh. Gathering, learning Torah, and having fruitful discussions 

strengthens us as a community.  

WRJ’s partner organization, 2 for Seder was born out of the tragedy that occurred on October 27, 2018, 

when founder of 2 for Seder, Marnie Fienberg, lost her mother-in-law in the shooting. When Marnie 

came to us to discuss the idea of creating a Torah study resource guide to celebrate our Judaism and 

honor those lost in the shooting, we felt that was a perfect program for Women of Reform Judaism.  

That is why we are encouraging WRJ sisterhoods and women’s groups to find a date on or around 

October 27th to hold a Torah study, bringing together a minyan or more, to celebrate Judaism. If October 

27th (a Wednesday) does not work, you can hold the Torah study on Shabbat to celebrate as those did 

on that day three years ago. 

Enclosed are several resources to get you started. The WRJ resources are from this year’s Torah portion, 

Chayei Sarah and 2 for Seder’s resources include the Torah portion from the Shabbat on October 27, 

2018.  

If you have any questions or need any assistance setting up your program, please do not hesitate to 

contact WRJ Engagement Associate, Jenny Levy at jelevy@wrj.org.  

Best,  

The WRJ Engagement Team 

Jane Taves, WRJ VP of Engagement 

Heather Lorgeree, WRJ Manager of Engagement 

Jenny Levy, WRJ Engagement Associate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://2forseder.org/
mailto:jelevy@wrj.org
http://2forseder.org
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WRJ and other Reform Resources for Chayei Sarah Torah Study 
 

In addition to the Torah study on the origination of a minyan Marnie Fienberg, Founder of 2 for Seder 

provided, WRJ has provided several resources for you to use when forming your own Torah study. 

If you’d like to learn more about this week’s Torah portion you can start here with WRJ Women’s Torah 

Commentary Study Guide: Chayei Sarah. 

 

For supplemental reading on the Torah portion you can take a look at Pamela Lear’s Voices’ piece: 

Voices of WRJ: Chayei Sarah By Pamela Lear and the Torah commentary posted on ReformJudaism.org: 

ReformJudaism.org Torah Commentary: The Life of Sarah and the Immortality of Influence. 

 

If you’d like to read some material from our partner organization, Lilith Magazine, on the Pittsburgh 

shootings we have provided two articles addressing the shootings and lessons from them.  

After Pittsburgh by Sharrona Pearl  

Carrying the Torah for those We Lost in Pittsburgh by Liat Katz  

 

We have provided some optional discussion questions. Feel free to use these questions or create your 

own.  

Discussion Questions 

• How do we choose to prioritize our Judaism with so many other demands?  

• How does investing in our Jewish life now, serve us into the future?  

• How can we be like Abraham and invest in what we think is best for future generations of the 

Jewish people? 

• How can we honor the lives of those lost in the same way that Abraham honored his beloved 

Sarah? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://wrj.org/learning/torah-study/torah-commentary/parshat-chayei-sarah
https://wrj.org/learning/torah-study/torah-commentary/parshat-chayei-sarah
https://wrj.org/blog/wrj-voices-chayei-sarah-0
https://reformjudaism.org/learning/torah-study/torah-commentary/life-sarah-and-immortality-influence
https://lilith.org/articles/after-pittsburgh/
https://lilith.org/2018/10/carrying-the-torah-for-those-we-lost-in-pittsburgh/
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Tree of Life Shooting Annual Commemoration 
2021 Packet 

My name is Marnie Fienberg. On October 27, 2018 I lost my wonderful and gentle mother-in-law Joyce 

Fienberg.  She was one of eleven Jewish souls violently taken during Shabbat morning prayers at the 

Tree of Life Shooting in Pittsburgh, PA.  They were part of three congregations in the Tree of Life 

building: Congregation Dor Hadash, New Light Congregation, Tree of Life * Or L’Simcha Congregation.   

As a family member, I look for ways to help our American Jewish Community remember Joyce and the 

other ten souls.  For my family, it is important to remember how they lived as well as how they died.  

The shooter wanted to kill all Jews and end our Jewish traditions.  Our families ask that you remember 

the eleven souls that were taken from us by actively remembering them by taking a Jewish action.  

The eleven lost in the Pittsburgh Shooting are a minyan + 1.  Each was at their respective congregations 

early, before the Torah Service, to establish a minyan for early Shabbat prayers.  Being part of a minyan 

was their regular community service, helping others by enabling the Mourners’ Kaddish to be said 

before the Shabbat Torah service.  A minyan is also a gathering of ten or more righteous Jewish adults.  

This is the light we wish to see our eleven lost souls, a guiding ideal of a minyan + one.  

In Pittsburgh, we remember and honor the eleven through a Jewish activity, either through Torah study 

and/or community service in their honor.  Today I ask you, as a President of a Sisterhood outside of 

Pittsburgh, to participate in your own Sisterhood traditions and dedicate either a Torah Study (see the 

attached Study Guide for recommendations) or Tikkun Olam-focused community service activity to the 

memories of our lost ones. 

The following study guide is a suggested roadmap for a Torah study. Together, we remember their lives 

as individuals and as a collective minyan.  We hope that each year we can work together to help make 

them a part of our American Jewish living memory and part of your own synagogue’s traditions.  

As we say, may their memory be a blessing… 

 

-Marnie Fienberg 

Founder, 2 for Seder 

2forseder.org 

  Presented by:  

                        In partnership with:   

                    
         1027healingpartnership.org 

http://2forseder.org/
https://1027healingpartnership.org/
http://2forseder.org
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D’Var 
Participation in a minyan is a responsibility, a need and a Mitzvah.  As we think of the third 

Commemoration of the Pittsburgh Tree of Life Shooting on October 27th, consider what each individual 

was doing in Synagogue before the Torah service when the shooter took their lives and tried to instill 

fear in the American Jewish community. Their purpose was clear -  to support their community by 

helping to form a minyan. Each time you help to form a minyan, you are defeating the shooter, by taking 

pride in your Judaism and your community. 

Where does the concept of a minyan come from? The first mention of ten holy people is in the story of 

Noah.  He, his wife, sons and daughters only made up eight righteous people - it was not enough to save 

the world 

Abraham, who knows the story of Noah, recalls it when negotiating with G-d to save the people  at 

Sodom and Gomorrah.  He starts with a thousand, but, unsure he will find them, begins to negotiate 

down.  He ends his negotiation with ten righteous people - if he can find ten, the cities will be saved. 

Shockingly, there are not ten to be found, and the unrighteous people are turned to salt. 

The leap from Torah to Talmud shows us how the power of ten people together can change everything.  

My Mother-in-Law Joyce Fienberg, was one of the eleven taken from us.  She would have bristled under 

the idea that she was a woman of righteousness by forming a minyan.  To her, she was simply helping 

others as they had helped her, getting up a little earlier, picking up a fellow “Minyanaire” on the way 

and enabling her small Jewish community at the Tree of Life to pray and remember those they had lost.  

It was her duty and her pleasure to help others, as it was for all the eleven.  Each one was there to help 

their Jewish community.   

The lost eleven make up a Minyan plus one.  They will forever be our symbol of the power of a daily 

Mitzvah.  Remember them as they lived and as a model for making the world a better place.  As a family 

member I ask you to rise to righteousness and attend one Minyan each year.  Dedicate it to the spirit of 

the eleven.   

May their memory be a blessing and an inspiration for all time… 

 

-Marnie Fienberg, October 2021 

Founder, 2 for Seder 

2forseder.org 

 

http://2forseder.org/
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Study Guide 
Dedication 

Before you begin, please read aloud the names of the lost eleven, actively dedicating this time to their 

memories:  

We dedicate this Torah study to the eleven Jewish souls whose lives were taken on October 27th, 2018 

while praying at the Tree of Life building in Pittsburgh, PA.   

Together we honor their example and will continue to be Jewish with pride and joyfulness.  

Joyce Fienberg 
Richard Gottfried 
Rose Mallinger 
Jerry Rabinowitz 
Cecil Rosenthal 
David Rosenthal 

Bernice Simon 
Sylvan Simon 
Dan Stein 
Mel Wax 
Irving Younger 
 

 

May their memories be a blessing... 

Torah Study 
A minyan is a quorum of ten Jewish adults, critical to having a full service in any denomination of 

Judaism. The Barechu, Mourner’s Kaddish and Kedushah cannot be recited unless a minyan is present.  

Where did the concept of a minyan originate?  Ten righteous people are said to be needed to save the 

world.  In the Torah, we see at least two cases where this critical threshold was sought after, but not 

met.  

In the story of Abraham and the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, Abraham remembers the story of 

Noah where there were eight righteous people, but not ten and G-d destroyed the world.  Abraham 

negotiates with G-d that if he can find ten righteous people, then G-d will allow them to live.  

Unfortunately, Abraham couldn’t find ten righteous people and God destroyed the cities.   
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Torah Study Reading One:  
Genesis 18:19-28; 31-33 

Then the LORD said, “The outrage of Sodom and Gomorrah is so great, and their sin so grave!  I will go 

down to see whether they have acted altogether according to the outcry that has reached Me; if not, I 

will take note.” 

The men went on from there to Sodom, while Abraham remained standing before the LORD.  Abraham 

came forward and said, “Will You sweep away the innocent along with the guilty?  What if there should 

be fifty innocents within the city; will You then wipe out the place and not forgive it for the sake of the 

innocent fifty who are in it? 

Far be it from You to do such a thing, to bring death upon the innocent as well as the guilty, so that 

innocent and guilty fare alike. Far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal justly?”  And 

the LORD answered, “If I find within the city of Sodom fifty innocent ones, I will forgive the whole place 

for their sake.” 

Abraham spoke up, saying, “Here I venture to speak to my Lord, I who am but dust and ashes: 

What if the fifty innocents should lack five? Will You destroy the whole city for want of the five?” And He 

answered, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” 

And Abraham said, “I venture again to speak to my Lord: What if twenty should be found there?” And 

He answered, “I will not destroy, for the sake of the twenty.” 

And Abraham said: Let not the L-rd be wroth and I will speak but this [last] time. Perhaps there will be 

found there ten. And G-d said: I will not destroy for the sake of the ten. Abraham did not venture to 

plead for less, reasoning from the fact that Noah, his sons, and their wives (eight altogether), had failed 

to save their generation, and having sought for but not having found nine in combination with the L-rd. 

When the LORD had finished speaking to Abraham, He departed; and Abraham returned to his place. 

Torah Study Reading Two: 
Genesis Rabbah 49:13  (Talmudic commentary on the Torah ) 

Rashi’s commentary: PERADVENTURE THERE SHALL TEN BE FOUND THERE —  

For a smaller number he did not plead because he knew already of two instances where less than ten 

had failed to save the wicked. He said to himself: In the generation of the Flood there were eight 

righteous people, viz, Noah, his sons and their wives, and they could not save their generation, and for 

nine in association with God he had already pleaded but had found no acceptance. 

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.18.24?ven=Tanakh:_The_Holy_Scriptures,_published_by_JPS&lang=bi&aliyot=0
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Study Questions  
In the story of Noah (referenced by Rashi), there are eight righteous people, both women and men.  

Abraham seeks to find ten righteous people in Sodom and Gomorrah.  Today, in the Orthodox tradition, 

a minyan is considered ten Jewish male adults.  What are your thoughts about this evolution?  Why is it 

ten Jewish adults (without specifying gender) in the Conservative, Reconstructionist, and Reform 

traditions?  

 

Without a minyan, the community cannot say the mourner's Kaddish.  Why do you think the Talmudic 

rabbis created this rule? What are the benefits? What are the drawbacks? 

 

Creating a minyan is a Mitzvah.  Have you ever been part of a small minyan?  How did it feel to support 

your Jewish community in this way? 

 

The eleven lost at the Tree of Life Shooting formed a minyan in their respective congregations at least 

once each week, sometimes once a day.  How often do you go to synagogue to help form a minyan?  

Perhaps you might create a goal to do this as a group throughout the year. 


