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Introcluction

Dear Friends,

As outlined in this annual report, Women of Reform Judaism’s strong network of
tens of thousands of members continues to empower women and communities
through our pillars of sisterhood, spirituality, and social justice.

Throughout fiscal year 2023 (July 1, 2022-July 30, 2023), our organization
remained dedicated to advancing our principles through our diverse array of
programs, initiatives, and advocacy efforts. Whether through our cultural mission
to Israel, our district conventions, or our successful social justice fundraising
campaign, WRIJ is advancing what it means to be a part of our organization for
years to come.

Looking forward, WRJ will facilitate future missions to Israel, regional and local
YES Fund events, opportunities for new leadership, and will propose updates to
our constitution that will expand the diversity and inclusivity of our membership.
We are most looking forward to the Fried Women’'s Conference in May 2024 in
New Orleans, our first in-person North American conference since 2019.

Last year, we said a bittersweet farewell to our executive director of more than 11
years, Rabbi Marla J. Feldman, and welcomed Rabbi Liz P.G. Hirsch to fill the role
in July 2023. Rabbi Hirsch will be installed into her position during the Fried
Women's Conference in May. At the same time, Sara will conclude a
transformative three years of leading WRJ's North American Board. As we reflect
on the achievements of the past year, we are inspired by the dedication and
passion of our members, volunteers, and supporters. Together, we will continue
to work toward a more just, equitable, and compassionate world.

In gratitude,
Sara Charney Rabbi Liz P.G. Hirsch

WRJ President WRJ Executive Director



http://wrj.org/fwc2024
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Sisterhood

In spring 2023, WRIJ's seven districts hosted
regional district conventions, which brought
together hundreds of women, sisterhoods,
and individual members for workshops,
worship, learning, and time to connect. This
was the first in-person event for many WRJ
members after the COVID-19 pandemic, and
being together in sisterhood created new,
lasting memories.

All district conventions included guest
speakers, WRJ executive committee
members, and a WRIJ staff member to
represent the North American organization.
Each district convention had its unique set
of highlights and theme, and all installed
new district leadership and celebrated
outgoing officers. WRIJ is so grateful to
support new and existing leadership.

Another meaningful event that is woven
through each district convention is the
opportunity to raise significant funds for
WRIJ's philanthropic arm, the YES Fund. The
philanthropy team, in partnership with the
district vice presidents of development,
district YES Fund chairs, and district
convention YES Fund chairs, planned a
special YES Fund gathering at each
convention.

Each group viewed a dynamic, updated YES

Fund video, met and heard the stories of
YES Fund grantees, honored those who
completed YES Fund Lifelines, and
recognized sisterhoods that made notable
contributions to the Fund.

Hundreds of women throughout these
weekends stepped up to support WRIJ's YES
Fund. WRJ received more than $170,000 in
new YES Fund Lifeline pledges, and
additional donations to the YES Fund
totaled more than $50,000. WRIJ thanks all
those who donated to these initiatives and
celebrates those who completed their
Lifeline journey.

One of WRIJ's core pillars is sisterhood:
empowering Reform Jewish women to find
strength, joy, and connection in their
communities. Our districts represent tens of
thousands of sisters throughout North
America, ensuring a vibrant future for
Reform Judaism. District conventions
served as an opportunity to showcase the
strength of active and engaged members,
working together while opening their tent
to include all those who want to learn about
leadership, social justice, and further their
Jewish connection.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4HHEcjsw_CM&t=26s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4HHEcjsw_CM&t=26s
https://wrj.org/support-our-mission/yes-fund
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Spirituality

In May 2023, WRIJ led our “Off the Beaten
Path” Israel Mission. During the COVID-19
pandemic in 2021, WRIJ's favorite Israel tour
guide, Shari Robins, led participants through
virtual tours. She researched, studied, and
visited remote sites to take photos and shoot
fascinating videos to augment her spiritual
and educational words. We were excited,
however, to finally see the sites in person
once it was safe to travel.

The one-week trip included tours through the
mystical city of Tsfat, the Ralli Museum in
Ceasarea, the Dead Sea, lunch at HUC-JIR's
Jerusalem campus, a visit to Leo Baeck
Education Center in Haifa, cultural sites in Tel
Aviv, and more. One of the highlights of the
trip was Kabbalat Shabbat services at Shoham
Reform Congregation, where services were led
by Rabbi Rinat Tzfania-Schwartz. We were
greeted with hugs from the rabbi as the
congregation welcomed us into their
community. After services, we were split into
groups to have dinner with different families
from the synagogue to better understand the
Reform Jewish experience of Israelis.
Participants found many similarities to our
North American Jewish experience, such as
families joining together for Shabbat dinner
and attending Friday night services. Despite
the language barrier, it was still Shabbat and
we were able to participate in the service and
worship together.

Prior to this Israel Mission, WRJ convened our
Wilkenfeld International Women's

Leadership Seminar in conjunction with the
World Union for Progressive Judaism’s
Connections Conference. The seminar’s goal
is to bring together Reform, Liberal, and
Progressive Jewish women from around the
world who are interested in developing
successful strategies for making a difference,
learning the power of ‘why’ and the
importance of ‘how,” and taking on
leadership roles in their home communities.
Continued thanks to WRJ Past President
Dolores K. Wilkenfeld for making this
seminar possible.

Over the course of two intensive days
together, we dug deep, looked for our “why,”
talked about identifying partners and
overcoming obstacles, and formed a
community of women. We laughed, we cried,
we danced, we prayed, and we joined in
serious leadership development.

A welcoming environment where all
members can embrace their connection to
Judaism is what grounds us in our mission of
enriching spiritual growth. Looking toward
our Fried Women’s Conference 2024, WRJ
staff and lay partners are working diligently
to make sure this environment exists for all
participants.



https://wrj.org/resources-events/wilkenfeld-international-womens-leadership-seminar
https://wrj.org/resources-events/wilkenfeld-international-womens-leadership-seminar
https://wrj.org/fwc2024
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Social Justice
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Throughout the year, social justice remained a top priority for WRIJ. Following the Dobbs
v. Jackson Women's Health Organization SCOTUS decision to overturn Roe v. Wade, WRIJ
members continued to protest the decision and focus their attention on participating in
reproductive freedom campaigns throughout the states. In 2023, WRJ worked with
Religious Action Center-Ohio (RAC-OH) to protect the right to abortion. WRJ mobilized
our network of women around issues of concern, and sisterhoods and women's groups
held postcarding parties throughout North America to contribute to the campaign. WRIJ's
work on the state level through state advocacy expanded in 2023, in no small part thanks
to engaging a Women of Reform Judaism Legislative Assistant at the Religious Action
Center (RAC) of Reform Judaism to provide advocacy support and better serve as
connective tissue between WRJ and the RAC. WRJ continued to issue statements, create
resource guides, and amplify action steps regarding our top priority issues, like The Path
Forward on Abortion.

Other projects such as WRJ says STOP: An Initiative Against Sexual Harassment and
Assault continued its work from 2022. This initiative was created as a result of concluded
investigations into reports of egregious cases of sexual harassment, abuse, and
misconduct in three of the Reform Movement's institutions. The initiative included a
series of educational webinars that demonstrate that sometimes, despite our best efforts,
we inflict harm on others, intentionally or not. The series provides steps to create spaces
of respect and safety. WRJ organized and ran the third WRJ says Stop webinar in the
series, a powerful presentation that included Dr. Guila Benchimol and Dr. Alissa Ackerman
(Ampersands Restorative Justice). We are looking ahead to not only the fourth and final
webinar in the initiative's series, on how to continue having conversations around sexual
harassment and assault in our own Jewish communities to change and improve our
environment, but where we take the WRJ says STOP content after the close of this initial
series.

Later in the year, WRJ re-envisioned its Incubator Grants as “Microgrants,” with rolling
acceptance of applications and a broader scope of funding obtained. These funds allowed
WRIJ to open these grants to support not only engagement, but social justice endeavors
by WRIJ-affiliated sisterhoods and women's groups. This contribution and dedication
expanded WRIJ's current grant-making capacity to our women's groups and districts,
bringing more of a focus to and opportunity for social justice programming.

Thanks to the generous support of WRIJ lifetime board member Joanne B. Fried, WRJ will
hold the Rabbi Marla J. Feldman Social Justice Conference in spring 2025. This conference
follows the successful 2019 Social Justice Conference, which brought together hundreds
of participants to learn, worship, and advocate for women’'s priority issues. Our 2025
conference will introduce participants to a variety of public policy issues, educate them
about the Jewish values that shape WRJ's advocacy work, and build upon WRIJ's
continued social justice legacy.



https://rac.org/blog/path-forward-abortion-resource-guide
https://rac.org/blog/path-forward-abortion-resource-guide
https://wrj.org/wrj-says-stop
https://wrj.org/wrj-says-stop
https://wrj.org/webinar-information
https://wrj.org/webinar-information
https://wrj.org/resources-events/awards/microgrants
https://wrj.org/resources-events/awards/microgrants
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yV8YjSAm7FA
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Change in WRJ Leadership

Rabbi Marla J. Feldman
& Rabbi Liz P.G. Hirsch

After over a decade of service to Women of Reform Judaism,
Rabbi Marla J. Feldman retired as executive director on June 30,
2023.

When announcing Rabbi Feldman’s retirement, WRJ President
Sara Charney offered heartfelt remarks: “In these past ten years,
Rabbi Feldman has made a mark on every aspect of WRJ's work.
She has been an inspiring leader, a friend and colleague, and a
mentor to many of us. In the months ahead, we will have several
opportunities to celebrate her leadership. While we won't be saying
farewell for many months, | know Marla will be deeply missed.”

During her tenure, Rabbi Feldman helped WRJ reimagine the
organization’s mission statement and governance policies, adopt a
new strategic plan, reshape and expand the staff complement,
stabilize and strengthen the financial infrastructure, redesign
communications and branding, and deepen WRI's relationships
with our Reformm Movement partners.

WRJ celebrated Rabbi Feldman’s career and retirement in April
2023 with a celebration dinner and special concert. That event also
acted as the culmination of a social justice fund campaign, raising
$1.1 million in honor of her service. WRJ has since renamed the fund,
“The Rabbi Marla J. Feldman Social Justice Fund” to honor Rabbi
Feldman's commitment to this cause and allow us to continue to
engage women in the pursuit of justice.

Rabbi Liz P.G. Hirsch was selected to be the next executive director
beginning on July 5, 2023. Rabbi Hirsch previously served as rabbi of
Temple Anshe Amunim, a Reform synagogue in Pittsfield, MA. She
is the founding co-chair of RAC-Massachusetts, a statewide
synagogue-based community organizing project of Reform
Judaism, and a key leader in the 2020 campaign to pass the ROE
Act, safeguarding reproductive rights in Massachusetts. She will
formally be installed in her position at the Fried Women's
Conference in May 2024, in addition to the installations of WRIJ's
new incoming president, executive committee, and board of
directors.

WRIJ is lucky to have such innovative, thoughtful leaders to have led
us since our centennial and who will now lead us into the future.


https://wrj.org/rabbi-marla-j-feldman-social-justice-fund
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Donors

We thank the donors below for their generous contributions, who
gave in FY 22-23. We could not have successfully implemented WRJ's
mission without your help.

€10,000+
DR. ANDREW & CHERYL BARENBERG
KEN AND LESLIE BRIER
SARA B. CHARNEY
SHOSHANA DWECK
BRUCE AND ELLIE FELDMAN
LINDA O. FERGUSON
JOANNE B. FRIED
BETSEY HURWITZ-SCHWAB
MARJORIE KOPINS
CONSTANCE S. KRESHTOOL (Z"L)
LYNN MAGID LAZAR
CAROL S. LEBOVIDGE
DEBORAH LELCHUK AND THE LELCHUK FAMILY TRUST
BLAIR C. AND DR. JOSEPH L. MARKS
JANE TAVES
DOLORES WILKENFELD
WOMEN OF BALTIMORE HEBREW CONGREGATION (BALTIMORE, MD)
WOMEN'S RABBINIC NETWORK

$2,500-$9,999
ANONYMOUS (1)
AGUDAS ACHIM SISTERHOOD (CORALVILLE, IA)
ROZAN ANDERSON
DOROTHEA BRUST
JANET F. BUCKSTEIN
MIRIAM T. CHILTON
LISA FRANKLIN
ELIZABETH GOERTZEL
IRIS GREENE
SHELLEY NICELEY GROFF
JEANNE & DAVID KAHN
LESLIE KEMP
K. K. BETH ELOHIM SISTERHOOD (CHARLESTON, SC)
LINDA C. KRAMER
KIM LERNER
LUCRETIA LEVY
BECKY MARKOWITZ
MARILYN LAKE NEUMANN
TRINA D. NOVAK
CAROL AND BRIAN SCHUSTER
JACQUIE LIPTON SCHWITZER
ROSANNE & DAVID SELFON
LAUREN SHAPIRO-MILANA
JANE SHOOK
LILLIAN SILVER
GAIL SPIVACK
ANDREA STILLMAN
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Donors

€$2,500-$9,999(CONTINUED)
TEMPLE SINAI SISTERHOOD (WASHINGTON, DC)
JULIA WACKENHEIM
JULIA C. WEINSTEIN
WOMEN OF ISAIAH (LAFAYETTE, CA)
WOMEN OF TEMPLE CHAI (LONG GROVE, IL)
WOMEN OF TEMPLE RODEF SHALOM (FALLS CHURCH, VA)
WOMEN OF WASHINGTON HEBREW CONGREGATION (WASHINGTON, DC)
WRJ TEMPLE EMANU-EL (DALLAS, TX)

$1,000-$2,499
ANONYMOUS (3)
SHEILAH ABRAMSON-MILES
SANDRA ADAMS
ADAT CHAVERIM SISTERHOOD (PLANO, TX)
SANDY ADLAND
FAITH ALEXANDER
AMY RUBINOFF AND FAIGENBAUM CHILDREN FUND OF THE PITTSBURGH FOUNDATION
A.S. GENECOV FOUNDATION
SUSAN C. BASS
CAROL E. BERGER
BETH AM WOMEN (LOS ALTOS HILLS, CA)
PAT BLUM
KATHLEEN BLUMENTHAL
MARCIA S. BORNFRIEND
SHARI AND JOHN CARRUTHERS
FLO COHEN
CONGREGATION AHAVATH CHESED SISTERHOOD (JACKSONVILLE, FL)
CONGREGATION BETH EMETH SISTERHOOD (ALBANY, NY)
CONGREGATION SCHAARAI ZEDEK SISTERHOOD (TAMPA, FL)
RACHELLE WEISS CRANE AND PAUL CRANE
JENN DALEY
NANCY FEDERMAN
RABBI MARLA J. FELDMAN
PHILIP FELDMAN
SHERRI FEUER
SANDI AND MIKE FIRSEL
ABIGAIL FISHER
PROFESSOR SALLY B. FRANK
fREDI AND PAUL FRANKS
CHERYL B. FRUMES (Z"L)
RUTH GARNER
SUzy GELMAN
ANDREA GINGOLD
DEBRA GOETZ
KAREN GOLDBERG
ESTELLE GOLDEN
SUSAN GOLDSTEIN
JAMIE HAISCHER
HILLARY (Z2"L) AND KEN HANDWERGER
KAREEN HARTWIG
WARREN AND JOYCE A. HEILBRONNER
DEAWN HERRMANN
PAMELA S. FELDMAN-HILL
JUDY JACOBSON
MELISSA JAKUBOWITZ
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Donors

$€1,000-$2,499(CONTINUED)
TRISH JOSEPH
JANE F. KARLIN
SHARON KARP
DR. MADELYN M. KATZ
ALYSE KIRSCHEN
SARAH KITTINGER
SUE MEYER-KLINGE
EVELYN LEVER
BETH LEVIN
GEORGE M. LISS (Z"L)
SANDY LORGEREE
MAIN LINE REFORM TEMPLE BETH ELOHIM SISTERHOOD (WYNNEWOOD, PA)
MARJORIE MEADOW
ELLEN M. MILLER
SABRINA POLLY MILLER
MARSHA B. MOLLER
CAROL NEWMAN
EVE PANUSH
FERN RABIL
DR. ANDREW REHFELD
RACHEL ROTH
ANGELA SACHER
RABBI DAVID SAPERSTEIN
CELIA ROSE SAUNDERS
MICHELLE SCHEINKOPF
SUZZANE SCULLER
SHARI KOTZEN SHELTON
KAREN SCHIFFER SIM
LISA D. SINGER
SISTERHOOD OF THE COMMUNITY SYNAGOGUE (PORT WASHINGTON, NY)
DR. SHARON REBECCA SOBEL
DANA SPIEL
KAY ELDRIDGE STEIN
CAROLE STERLING
FRANCINE OPPER THALHEIMER
TEMPLE BETH EMETH SISTERHOOD (ANN ARBOR, MI)
TEMPLE BETH-EL SISTERHOOD (HILLSBOROUGH, NJ)
TEMPLE B'NAI TORAH SISTERHOOD (WANTAGH, NY)
TEMPLE B'RITH KODESH SISTERHOOD (ROCHESTER, NY)
TEMPLE CONCORD SISTERHOOD (BINGHAMTON, NY)
TEMPLE KOL EMETH SISTERHOOD (MARIETTA, GA)
TEMPLE SHALOM SISTERHOOD (DALLAS, TX)
TREE OF LIFE SISTERHOOD (COLUMBIA, sC)
UNION FOR REFORM JUDAISM (UR3J)
HELENE H. WARANCH
JUDITH M. WEXLER
LISA RENEE WISE-WOLK
WOMEN OF AM ECHAD (LYNBROOK, NY)
WOMEN OF KOL AMI (TUCSON, AZ)

WOMEN OF RODEF SHOLOM (MILL VALLEY, CA)
WOMEN OF SHAARAI SHOMAYIM (LANCASTER, PA)
WOMEN OF TEMPLE ISRAEL (COLUMBUS, OH)
WOMEN OF TEMPLE SINAI (OAKLAND, CA)
CAROL WOOLFORD
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Donors

$500-$999
ANONYMOUS (2)
JOSIE HERTZ-ACKERMAN
DANA R. ADLER
RUTH ANDERSON
JEANETTE L. ASTROW
LENORE BALLEN
BETH DAVID REFORM CONGREGATION SISTERHOOD (GLADWYNE, PA)
BETH EL TEMPLE CENTER SISTERHOOD (BELMONT, MA)
BETH TIKVAH CONGREGATION SISTERHOOD (HOFFMAN ESTATES, IL)
KADIE BLACK
VIVIAN BLUMSTEIN
JADWIGA BROWN
JANICE BRUMER
CCAR PRESS
CENTRAL SYNAGOGUE (NEW YORK, NY)
LESLIE COFF
ELIJAH COHEN
CONGREGATION ALBERT SISTERHOOD (ALBUQUERQUE, NM)
CONGREGATION BETH ISRAEL SISTERHOOD (COLLEYVILLE, TX)
CONGREGATION EMANUEL SISTERHOOD (WINSTON SALEM, NC)
CONGREGATION EMANU-EL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK (NEW YORK, NY)
CONGREGATION GATES OF PRAYER SISTERHOOD (METAIRIE, LA)
CONGREGATION OF REFORM JUDAISM SISTERHOOD (ORLANDO, FL)
ROCHELLE L. CYPRUS
KAREN DILLON
JANET DUDA
EVELYN FAIR
LAUREL BURCH FISHER
AIME FRIEDMAN
SARAH GERECKE
ABBY GILBERT
ROBIN GLANTZ
RABBI LINDA HENRY GOODMAN
DIANE GRAINER
MADI HOESTEN
LOUISE JOHANSON
LINDA KATES
JENNIFER BRODKEY KAUFMAN
WENDY BETH KOHLENBERG
KOL AMI WOMEN OF REFORM JUDAISM (VANCOUVER, WA)
CHER KRICHMAR
ROBIN WOLINSKY KRIEGER
CAROLYN LARSEN
ALIZA LESSER
DENISE LEVINE
RABBI JOSHUA LOBEL
REBECCA S. LOCKENBACH
GAIL LUSTIG
NANCY SCHREIBER MARCUS
LIZABETH MCOSKER
LINDA ANN MICKELSON
MARLA MOUNCE
DR. STACY NAGEL
LUISA GIOVANNA NARINS
HOLLY PLOTNICK
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Donors

S500-8$999(CONTINUED)
ROBIN PLOTNIK
BERNICE KAY PORRAZZO
JILL RICH
KATIE AND KEN ROEPER
JENIFER ROSENBERG
MARGERY ROSENBERG
ALEXIS J. ROTHSCHILD
DEBRA M. SAGER
ALISON SCHLENGER
PATTIE SCHREIBER
LISA B. SCHWARTZ
NAYDA SCHWARTZ
FRAN SHERMAN
SISTERHOOD OF CONGREGATION EMANU EL, HOUSTON (HOUSTON, TX)
SISTERHOOD CONGREGATION KOL TIKVAH (PARKLAND, FL)
VIVIAN SMITH
ROBIN SOBOL
CINDY SPAHN
PHYLLIS STRASBERG
OLIVIA TATE
TEMPLE AHAVAT SHALOM SISTERHOOD (PALM HARBOR, FL)
TEMPLE AKIBA SISTERHOOD (CULVER CITY, CA)
TEMPLE BAT YAM SISTERHOOD (FORT LAUDERDALE, FL)
TEMPLE BETH EL SISTERHOOD (SOUTH BEND, IN)
TEMPLE EMANUEL SISTERHOOD (ANDOVER, MA)
TEMPLE EMANUEL SISTERHOOD (DAVENPORT, IA)
TEMPLE EMANUEL SISTERHOOD (MCALLEN, TX)
TEMPLE EMANU-EL SISTERHOOD (BIRMINGHAM, AL)
TEMPLE EMANUEL OF SOUTH HILLS (PITTSBURGH, PA)
TEMPLE ISRAEL OF NORTHERN WESTCHESTER SISTERHOOD (CROTON ON HUDSON, NY)
TEMPLE ISRAEL SISTERHOOD (MARION, OH)
TEMPLE KOL AMI SISTERHOOD (WEST BLOOMFIELD, MI)
THE WOMEN OF B'NAI ISRAEL (SACRAMENTO, CA)
BLYTHE TRILLING
LINN ULLENBRAUCK
ELLEN & BILL WAGNER
JANE B. WISHNER
TINA WOLFE
WOMEN'S AUXILIARY OF CONGREGATION EMANU-EL OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK (NEW YORK, NY)
WOMEN OF MOUNT ZION TEMPLE (SAINT PAUL, MN)
WOMEN OF TEMPLE BAT YAHM (NEWPORT BEACH, CA)
WOMEN OF TEMPLE BETH AMI SISTERHOOD (ROCKVILLE, MD)
WOMEN OF SHIR TIKVAH (HOMEWOOD, IL)
WOMEN OF SSTTE (SCARSDALE, NY)
WOMEN OF TEMPLE SHALOM (ABERDEEN, NJ)
WOMEN OF TEMPLE SOLEL (BOWIE, MD)
WOMEN OF WISE (CINCINNATI, OH)
CHERYL MARKS YOUNG
PAULA S. ZIELONKA
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Year in Review

FINANCIALS

Below is an overview of the 2023 financials. To learn more,
download a thorough financial statement.

Revenues Expenses
Product Sales Fundraising
[ R 0.8%
nvestn::\;%evenue 9.4%

Management & General
10.1%

Program Fees
2.4%

Dues
14.9%

Contributions
66%

Programs & Member Services
80.5%

Net Assets

Unrestricted/Board Restricted
16%

Endowment
47 .4%

Donor Restricted
36.6%


https://wrj.org/sites/default/files/2024-03/63023%20FINAL%20ISSUED%20-%20WRJ%20FS%5B52%5D.pdf

