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A Message from Cheryl Stern and Marci Delson

Dear WRJ,

There’s something truly special about being together in person. While virtual
meetings and connections are useful and have their place, the energy,
camaraderie, and sense of belonging that come from face-to-face interactions
are irreplaceable. When we gather, we’re reminded of the power of community
and the joy of shared experiences.

After sending out our survey to the attendees of the Cincinnati gathering, the
results spoke volumes: we all value and crave the personal connections that
come with spending time together. Seeing a smile, hearing laughter, and
engaging in heartfelt conversations in real-time fosters a deeper sense of
connection. It’s clear—prioritizing these moments of togetherness is essential.

That’s why we’re thrilled to announce our upcoming regional events, aptly
titled "We Belong Together."
 
These gatherings are more than just dates on a calendar—they’re opportunities
to celebrate our shared values, build stronger bonds, and nurture the
relationships that make our community thrive.

Mark your calendars and join us for these exciting regional events:

West Heartland
OSRUI, Oconomowoc, WI
March 21–23, 2025

East Heartland
Columbus, OH
June 28–29, 2025

Mid Heartland
Ann Arbor, MI
July 19–20, 2025

These weekends promise meaningful programming, joyful celebration, and the
chance to strengthen the bonds that unite us. Whether you’re reconnecting
with old friends or meeting new ones, you’ll leave each event with a renewed
sense of purpose and belonging.

Because we truly do belong together.

https://wrj.org/our-community/wrj-districts/heartland
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=e8f0d41f-0e7d-4268-bcb1-f656c28a39b2


Cheryl Stern and Marci Delson
WRJ Heartland District Co-1st Vice Presidents

Heartland News and Events

Register here by Monday,
February 3. Space is limited to
the first 100 to register. Once
you register, you will receive the
Zoom link.

Click here to download the
flyer to share with your
women's group.

​Questions? Email Kathy
Madura at
optsisterhood@gmail.com

Hillary’s Book Club
Thursday, March 6, 8 pm EST / 7 pm CST

The Wolf Hunt by Ayelet Gundar-Goshen

Ayelet Gundar-Goshen is a practicing clinical psychologist,
has been a news editor with Israel’s leading newspaper,
and has worked for the Israeli civil rights movement. The
Wolf Hunt is set in Palo Alto, CA, and explores the racial
and religious fault lines of a local community from the
perspective of an Israeli expat.

Click here for the flyer and registration.

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYofuCrpz8uG9TvmyGLgaRD-Wv6-nDhDmes#/registration
https://files.constantcontact.com/4644e86a401/1eb6cbf3-9b74-44d1-8efd-a8606034d091.pdf
mailto:optsisterhood@gmail.com
https://files.constantcontact.com/4644e86a401/11f2251a-b831-46e3-b3d6-36da5f434833.pdf


Click here to register by March 5.
If you can’t attend this event, you can still donate to the Heartland

District by clicking HERE.

Sisterhood News and Events

Temple Beth Israel,
3601 W Dempster St,

Skokie, IL 60076

Click here to register.

Click here for the flyer to share
with your sisterhood/women's

group.

https://wrjheartland.wufoo.com/forms/r1uq6twt17qduu3/
https://wrjheartland.wufoo.com/forms/z14hvnki0jwjjpp/
https://templebethisraelskokie.shulcloud.com/form/lisa-barr
https://files.constantcontact.com/4644e86a401/895a1faa-e853-4e76-bf4b-cc686ecd69e2.pdf


CALLING ALL HEARTLAND WOMEN'S GROUPS!

Our communications team is here to help you get the word out about any of
your group's big events and programs. Please email a completed flyer or feel
free to contact Karen Dillon if you would like some help in creating a flyer for
your event. Materials must be received by the 25th of each month.

Andi Blain and Karen Dillon
Co-VPs Marketing & Communications

 

 
WRJ Rabbi Marla J. Feldman Social Justice Conference

April 4-7, 2025 in Washington, DC

Join your sisters from the Heartland District at WRJ's Social Justice Conference!

Spend time with like-minded women who share your passion for advancing our
Reform Jewish values in a welcoming and encouraging environment, discussing
the biggest, most important issues of our time.

Click here for more information about the conference and scholarship
opportunities. And click here to register for this incredible event!

Announcing Social Justice Conference Scholarships

The Heartland District is pleased to offer limited scholarships to help defray
expenses for district members attending the Rabbi Marla J. Feldman Social
Justice Conference, being held in Washington, DC, April 4-7, 2025. You can
apply here. Deadline is Sunday, February 15.

WRJ Microgrant Applications Now Open

Is your women’s group hesitant to plan an event because you don’t have the

mailto:kyellendillon@gmail.com
https://wrj.org/sjc2025
https://wrj.org/sjc2025/scholarships
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfPhBJjmfCS5mZPJlzgnBGJapbUX2YtFCcm9j-3-2du4NAOPA/viewform?usp=dialog


funding available to bring it to life? If you are a WRJ-affiliated group, you may
be able to qualify for a microgrant ranging between $500-$2,500. This grant
can be used to help you defray the costs for ANY program or project that
relates to engagement or social justice/advocacy.

Put a plan together and submit your grant application by June 30,
2025. You have plenty of time to plan. So develop your proposal, apply for a
grant, promote your event, implement your program... and then revel in your
success!

Click here to learn more.

Good & Welfare

We send our deepest condolences to the Bayer Family on the
passing of Barry Bayer. Notices of condolence can be sent to
to: Susan Bayer, Mather Place 2801 Old Glenview Road,
#214, Wilmette, IL 60091 and sbayer41@gmail.com.

We want to cheer for each other in the good times and support each other
during difficult ones. Please keep me informed of your sisters' difficulties and
celebrations by emailing me at shawnolds1967@gmail.com.

Be well,
Shawna Olds
​Good & Welfare Chair

 
Heartland Products

 
Get your Heartland District Pin!

Click here to order and pay by check.
Click here to order and pay by credit card.

Speakers Bureau
 

Request a Speaker

The Heartland District’s Speakers Bureau is a great tool to
bring interesting and informative speakers to your
organization. The speaker can address a specific problem or

topics in general that can help your organization achieve its goals.
Sisterhoods/women’s groups in the Heartland District are entitled to a speaker
every other year. There is no charge for a district speaker. WRJ also has a
speaker’s program. To learn about both programs, please visit the Heartland
District’s website here.

Make a Gift to Heartland
 

A gift to the Heartland District is a wonderful way to recognize,
remember, or honor the special people in your life: your
sisterhood/women's group, your leadership, your clergy, your
family and friends.

https://wrj.org/blog/microgrant-applications-now-open
mailto:sbayer41@gmail.com
mailto:shawnolds1967@gmail.com
https://wrjheartland.wufoo.com/forms/m12wxg9g01ui19g/
https://wrjheartland.wufoo.com/forms/myil8oq084zlm5/
https://wrj.org/districts/heartland/contact-us
https://wrj.org/districts/heartland/contact-us


​Make a gift to WRJ Heartland District to say “thank you,” “happy birthday,” or
congratulations,” or to send get well wishes or condolences. An
acknowledgement will be emailed to each person whose email address is
provided.

Click here to donate. The Heartland District appreciates your support!

Stay Connected

Heartland District Website
Heartland District Instagram
Heartland District Facebook
Heartland District Mighty Networks
WRJ Website
WRJ Facebook Page

Mighty Networks: A Way to Stay Connected

Mighty Networks allows us to connect with our sisters throughout
WRJ! Looking for someone to carpool with to OSRUI in March for
the West Region event? Or find a roommate for your hotel stay at
the upcoming Social Justice conference in DC? Mighty Networks is

a great place for that!

To request access, just email us at leadership@wrj.org and we'll get you
connected!

Heartland District Forms & WRJ Resources
 

Alumnae Association Form
Financial Deposit Form
Financial Expense Reimbursement Form
Financial Vendor Payment Request Form
Leadership Change Form
Speakers Bureau Request Form
Treasurer's Work Sheet
Zoom Meeting Request Form

​WRJ’s Brit Kehillah (shared behavioral agreement)
Policy on Harassment 
URJ’s Racial Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion
(REDI) resources
Microaggression resource

To receive our monthly Lev el Lev newsletter,
click here to join our mailing list.

Alison Miller, Newsletter Editor

WRJ strengthens the voice of women worldwide and empowers them to create
caring communities, nurture congregations, cultivate personal and spiritual

https://wrjheartland.wufoo.com/forms/z14hvnki0jwjjpp/
https://wrj.org/our-community/wrj-districts/heartland
https://www.instagram.com/wrjheartland/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100088894871678
https://women-of-reform-judaism.mn.co/sign_up?from=https%3A%2F%2Fwomen-of-reform-judaism.mn.co%2Fspaces%2F13054164%3Fautojoin%3D1&space_id=13054164
https://wrj.org/
https://www.facebook.com/WRJ1913/
mailto:leadership@wrj.org
https://wrjheartland.wufoo.com/forms/z1n6j04h1fbhj71/
https://files.constantcontact.com/4644e86a401/c6e139fa-ec05-478e-9eaa-c8d17ea2ab35.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/4644e86a401/28cda1e9-bfc8-4cf1-9031-74694b0c106a.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/4644e86a401/26f5cf0a-1d0d-4cc7-88e8-c4a346f0103c.pdf
https://urjyouth.wufoo.com/forms/kqh3xew09c63e6/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/19dIN3vi9-evNmY4om5IXIJM9w_xXNBkkkim1ofSTqwo/viewform?ts=65639cf4&edit_requested=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/4644e86a401/6b6d424d-c5a5-48ce-b86f-2e1c0a44f339.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1IAWYMW_-keUZCRP3II44hdQJpjds9EvzUkf-Z2WAkpE/viewform?ts=640fcd67&edit_requested=true
https://wrj.org/sites/default/files/2022-09/Brit Kehillah - rebranded_0.pdf
https://wrj.org/sites/default/files/2022-09/Brit Kehillah - rebranded_0.pdf
https://wrj.org/sites/default/files/2023-07/WRJ Harassment Policy 2023.pdf
https://urj.org/what-we-do/audacious-hospitality/audacious-hospitality-resources
https://urj.org/sites/default/files/2023-05/Microaggression_Resource_May_2023.pdf
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001WlMctWb1JHrb2Oooupw3g_CJ6vs691NwG7JsV2L1JF2-9jeHcI4XZyjr_8Vql8UgRAGnwyk0IlqlLbmMGZ-oq2SDcNM6kJjrI3jwdlSOcfQ%3D
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001WlMctWb1JHrb2Oooupw3g_CJ6vs691NwG7JsV2L1JF2-9jeHcI4XZyjr_8Vql8UgRAGnwyk0IlqlLbmMGZ-oq2SDcNM6kJjrI3jwdlSOcfQ%3D


growth, and advocate for and promote progressive Jewish values.
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